
T I M E L I N E

A  S W E D I S H  V E R S I O N  O F

L U T H E R ’ S  1 5 3 2  V O M  H I M M E L

H O C H  E M E R G E D

354-430
S a i n t  A u g u s t i n e  w r o t e  t h e  w o r d s

f e a t u r e d  i n  E l a i n e  H a g e n b e r g ’ s

A l l e l u i a .

THE LIFE OF 

ST. AUGUSTINE

“MAGNIFICENT BACH” 

S a i n t  C o s m a s  o f  M a i u m a  ( k n o w n  a s
t h e  M e l o d i s t )  w r o t e  t h e  f i r s t  k n o w n
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  h y m n  V i r g a  J e s s e .

Z n a m e n n y  c h a n t s  a r e  o n e  t y p e  o f
m u s i c  t h a t  i n s p i r e d
R a c h m a n i n o f f ’ s  V e s p e r s .

Z N A M E N N Y  C H A N T S

E M E R G E D

1483-1546
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  t h e  f a t h e r  o f
L u t h e r a n i s m ,  h e  p e n n e d  s e v e r a l  h y m n
t u n e s  t h a t  f e a t u r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n
B a r o q u e  m u s i c  a n d  b e y o n d .  T w o  o f
t h e s e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  c a n t u s  f i r m u s
m o v e m e n t s  o f  B a c h ’ s  M a g n i f i c a t .

 T H E  L I F E  O F

M A R T I N  L U T H E R

1617

. . . c a l l e d  E t t  b a r n  ä r  f ö t t  p å  d e n n a  d a g .
V o m  H i m m e l  h o c h  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e
L u t h e r a n  t u n e s  t h a t  B a c h  u s e d  i n  h i s
M a g n i - f i c a t  –  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o n e  o f  t h e
C h r i s t m a s  i n t e r p o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e
o r i g i n a l  E - f l a t  v e r s i o n .  

1685
G F  H a n d e l  a n d  J S  B a c h  w e r e  b o r n  t h e
s a m e  y e a r  ( a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  s u f f e r e d  a t
t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  s a m e  i m m o r a l  a n d
u n s k i l l e d  e y e  d o c t o r ) ,  b u t  t h e  t w o  t i t a n s
o f  t h e  B a r o q u e  e r a  n e v e r  m e t .

T H E  B I R T H  O F

J S  B A C H

THE LIFE OF ST.

COSMAS OF MAIUMA 8  c.th 

13  c.th 

—

—

—

—

—

—



T H E  B I R T H  O F  A N T O N

B R U C K N E R

1723
3 0 0  y e a r s  a g o  t h i s  y e a r ,  B a c h  p e n n e d

h i s  M a g n i f i c a t  ( i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  E - f l a t

v e r s i o n ) ,  a n d  l a n d e d  h i s  i c o n i c  j o b  i n

L e i p z i g  a t  t h e  S t .  T h o m a s k i r c h e .

AN IMPORTANT YEAR FOR

JS BACH

N o t  o n l y  d i d  B a c h  l o w e r  t h e  k e y  t o  D
M a j o r  a n d  c h a n g e  s m a l l  d e t a i l s  o f
o r c h e s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  r e m o v e d  t h e
C h r i s t m a s  i n t e r p o l a t i o n s  s o  t h e  p i e c e
c o u l d  b e  p e r f o r m e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
y e a r .

B a c h  w a s  s u c h  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e
t h a t  s e v e r a l  m u s i c o l o g i s t s  m a r k
1 7 5 0  a s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  B a r o q u e  e r a .

T H E  D E A T H  O F  

J S  B A C H

1817
I N  T H I S  Y E A R ,  A  R E V I S E D

E D I T I O N  O F  T H E

T R A D I T I O N A L  S W E D I S H  E T T

B A R N  Ä R  F Ö T T  P Å  D E N N A

D A G  E M E R G E D

1824

A l t h o u g h  k n o w n  f o r  h i s  l a r g e
s y m p h o n i c  w o r k s ,  B r u c k n e r
c o m p o s e d  m u l t i p l e  a  c a p p e l l a  m o t e t s
( a n d  a  f e w  w i t h  s m a l l  b r a s s
e n s e m b l e ) .  T h i s  l i s t  i n c l u d e s  h i s  V i r g a
J e s s e ,  w h i c h  u s e s  t h e  s a m e  t e x t  a s
o n e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  i n t e r p o l a t i o n s
o f  t h e  B a c h  E - f l a t  M a g n i f i c a t .

BACH REWORKED HIS MAGNIFICAT

INTO THE MORE FREQUENTLY

PERFORMED D-MAJOR VERSION
1733

1750

T h i s  i s  t h e  v e r s i o n  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  t h e
b a s i s  f o r  E v a  T o l l e r ’ s  a r r a n g e m e n t .

—

—

—

—

—



R A C H M A N I N O F F ’ S  A L L  N I G H T

V I G I L  P R E M I E R E D  A T  T H E

H E I G H T  O F  W O R L D  W A R  I

W e ’ r e  s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  j o i n  t h e
w o r l d w i d e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
R a c h m a n i n o f f ’ s  1 5 0 t h  b i r t h d a y  w i t h
h i s  s t u n n i n g  B o g o r o d i t s e  D e v o .  

T h i s  s t u n n i n g  a  c a p p e l l a  m o t e t  b y
B r u c k n e r  j u x t a p o s e s  p o w e r f u l
o r g a n - l i k e  c h o r d s  w i t h  m o r e
i n t i m a t e  p i a n o  m o m e n t s .

B R U C K N E R  F I N I S H E D

V I R G A  J E S S E

1896

B r u c k n e r  s p e c i f i e d  i n  w h i c h  c r y p t  h e
w o u l d  b e  b u r i e d  –  a n d  o u t l i n e d  e x a c t l y
h o w  h e  s h o u l d  b e  e m b a l m e d !  I n  2 0 0 2 ,
T C C W  A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r  E m e r i t u s
R o b e r t  S h a f e r  l e d  n o w - m e m b e r s  o f  C i t y
C h o i r  o n  a  t o u r  t o  A u s t r i a  w h e r e  t h e y
s a n g  L o c u s  I s t e  a t  B r u c k n e r ’ s  t o m b .

 T H E  D E A T H  O F

A N T O N  B R U C K N E R

1915

T h e  l o w e s t  n o t e  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t
t h a t  C i t y  C h o i r  i s  p e r f o r m i n g  ( # 6 :
B o g o r o d i t s e  D e v o )  i s  t h e  C  t w o
o c t a v e s  b e l o w  m i d d l e  C ,  b u t  t h a t ’ s
n o t  t h e  l o w e s t  n o t e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e
w o r k .  T h a t  h o n o r  g o e s  t o  t h e  l o w  B -
f l a t  i n  t h e  5 t h  m o v e - m e n t ,  t h e  S o n g
o f  S i m e o n .

1954
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  c h o r a l  w o r k s ,
S a n d s t r ö m  a l s o  w r o t e  a  w o r k  f o r
t r o m b o n e  a n d  o r c h e s t r a ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e
M o t o r b i k e  C o n c e r t o .  

T H E  B I R T H  O F

J A N  S A N D S T R Ö M

THE BIRTH OF SERGEI

RACHMANINOFF 1783

1885
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—

—

—



1959
T o l l e r  i d e n t i f i e s  a s  a n  a u t o d i d a c t ,

a n d  p r e f e r s  t o  k e e p  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o n

t h e  m u s i c .  H e r  s e l f - d e s c r i p t i o n  c a n

b e  f o u n d  h e r e .

THE BIRTH OF 

EVA TOLLER

C o m p o s e r  E l a i n e  H a g e n b e r g  l i v e s  n e x t
d o o r  t o  C i t y  C h o i r  a l t o  M e t a  M i l l e r ’ s
p a r e n t s  i n  D e s  M o i n e s ,  I o w a — t h e i r
d o g s  a r e  b e s t  f r i e n d s !

U s i n g  t h e  G l o r i a  i n  E x c e l s i s  D e o
t e x t ,  S a n d s t r ö m  c r e a t e s  a
c o n t e m p l a t i v e  m o o d ,  m e a n t  t o
o f f e r  s o l a c e  d u r i n g  t r o u b l e d  t i m e s .
I t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c o m p o s e d  a s  p a r t
o f  a  c o m p l e t e  m a s s  d e d i c a t e d  t o
a n  o r p h a n a g e  i n  B o g o t a ,  C o l o m b i a .

S A N D S T R Ö M  C O M P O S E S  T H E

F I R S T  V E R S I O N  O F  H I S

G L O R I A  ( L O N G  V E R S I O N )

2004T O L L E R  C O M P L E T E D  E T T

B A R N  Ä R  F Ö T T  P Å  D E N N A

D A G

THE BIRTH OF

ELAINE HAGENBERG 1979

1995

E v a  T o l l e r  a r r a n g e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l
S w e d i s h  h y m n  i n  t h e  v e r s i o n  C i t y
C h o i r  i s  p e r f o r m i n g .  I t  i s  s t r a i g h t -
f o r w a r d ,  a n d  o f f e r s  a  t r u e  n o d  t o  t h e
L u t h e r a n  c h o r a l e  t r a d i t i o n  f r o m
w h i c h  i t  i s  d e s c e n d e d .
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http://www.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/Eva_Toller


U n d e r  t h e  b a t o n  o f  E r i n  F r e e m a n ,
t h e  C i t y  C h o i r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  w i l l
b r i n g  t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  m u s i c  t o
l i f e  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 9  a t  t h e
h i s t o r i c  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  E p i p h a n y
i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C .

T I C K E T S

2020
E l a i n e  H a g e n b e r g  c o m p o s e d  h e r

j o y o u s  A l l e l u i a .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  s o m e

p r e t t y  c o m p l e x  r h y t h m s  f o r  t h e

w o r d s  A l l e l u i a ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c h o r a l e

u s i n g  t e x t  b y  S t .  A u g u s t i n e .

ALLELUIA COMPOSED

J u s t  l i k e  B a c h  s h o r t e n e d  h i s
M a g n i f i c a t  i n  i t s  s e c o n d  i t e r a t i o n ,
S a n d s t r ö m  s h o r t e n e d  h i s  G l o r i a .  C i t y
C h o i r  w i l l  b e  p e r f o r m i n g  t h i s
t r u n c a t e d  v e r s i o n ,  b u t  d o n ’ t  w o r r y ,  i t
h a s  a l l  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  a s
t h e  o r i g i n a l !

SANDSTRÖM RECOMPOSED HIS

GLORIA 2021
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Images appearing in this timeline:

St. Augustine, by Philippe de Champaigne - Los Angeles County Museum of Art

St. Cosmas of Maiuma, by Anonymous

Znameny chant, author unknown

Martin Luther, by Lucas Cranach the Elder

J.S. Bach, portrait by Elias Gottlob Haussmann. The work is in the public domain.

Thomas Church, Leipzig, by Johann Gottfried Krügner 

Anton Bruckner, portrait by Josef Büche. The work is in the public domain.

Igor Stravinsky, photo by Kubey-Rembrandt Studios (Philadephia, Pennsylvania), Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.

Ceiling of St. Florian Abbey (2002). Photo courtesy of Glenda Finley.

Robert Shafer conducting at Bruckner’s tomb (2002). Photo courtesy of Elaine Wunderlich.

Photo of Jan Sandström: visit https://jansandstrom.com

Photo of Elaine Hagenberg : visit https://www.elainehagenberg.com/

Vom Himmel hoch illustration: Aus dem Straßburger Gesangbuch 1541: "Kinderliede auff die Weihenachten". 
The work is in the public domain.

Adoration of the Magi, by Domenico Ghirlandaio

St. Augustine, author unknown

The Adoration of the Shepherds with Catherine of Alexandria by Cigoli (1599). Public domain usage permitted courtesy of Metropolitan Museum of Art
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